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I Much of the globe is experiencing a "second
demographic transition” marked by:

- Aretreat from parenthood:
Falling fertility
* Aretreat from marriage:

Divorce, cohabitation, nonmarital
childbearing, & single parenthood on the rise

1 The New York Times says we are moving
towards a "post-familial® moment.

1 How is this transition affecting children,
families, and nations the world over?
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1 Because of low fertility, the workforce will
shrink in much of Europe & East Asia in this

century.
1 From 2010-2050 (Eberstadt 2011):

« Chinese workforce will decline by 21%
« Japanese workforce will decline by 35%

- Eastern European workforce will decline by
33%



1 The new face of East Asia is increasingly an
elderly one (Longman 2011).

« Japan's slow rate of growth since 1990s
partly attributable to stagnating work force

« Some economists now predicting slowing
growth for South Korea & China as their
populations age

I Demography isn’t destiny, but sustained low
fertility could threaten long-term growth.
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« These demographic “trends portend ominous
change in economic prospects [for many
developed countries]: major increases in
public debt patterns, and slower economic
growth.” (Eberstadt and Groth 2010)

1 The bottom line:




1 But family change is not just about the
number of babies being born in nations
around the globe, it's also about the
nature of the homes they are being
born into & raised in.

1 Growing number of children being born
and/or raised outside of a married home
around much of the globe.
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Nonmarital childbearing is concentrated in
- The Americas
= Europe

« More than 40% in many countries in the Americas and Western
Europe

From Colombia to United States to Sweden

= Nonmarital childbearing
To single mothers
To cohabiting couples (more likely to break up)
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1 In Sweden:
« Children born to cohabiting parents are 75%

more likely to see their parents break up,
compared to children born to married

parents (Kennedy & Thomson 2010).
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1 More than 20% of children in the Americas and
much of Western Europe are currently living

outside 2-parent family.

I In these regions, many more will ‘
spend some time in single-parent -

family.



1  Whydoes it matter that marriage is
less likely to ground the bearing &
rearing of children?

=> More single parenthood & family
instability







1 In North America & Europe, the intact, 2
parent family is associated with better
outcomes:

« Emotional and Physical Health:
Less obesity, drug abuse, & depression
= Social Welfare:
Less crime, teenage pregnancy, & educational failure

« Economic:
Less poverty & economic immobility
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I When it comes to education, family
structure matters not just in Europe &

North America but also in much of Asia,
Latin America, & Middle East.

1 When it comes to health, family stability
matters in most of the developing world.



North American Expert Group Meeting - Mexico City 2014

W_ ® One Parent
/ ® No Parents

7 7
- 7 % . 9 " 27 % Z
o = * P * Significantly Different
=T from 2 Parent Families
% One and No
Parents Differ
Hong India Indonesia Japan Macao- Malaysia Shanghai- | Singapore South Taiwan
Kong China China Korea

® One Parent
® No Parents

Significantly Different
from 2 Parent Families

« One and No
Parents Differ

i
=

Israel Jordan Qatar Turkey

=T

[— =) 7 s ® One Parent

- e /Z/ 222% %z %Z é ? @ No Parents

== 7 7 7 % % B tarats
=5 ® : ¥ + One and No

(=] a Parents Differ

Argentina Brazil Chile Colombia Costa Rica Peru

International Federation for Family Development



North American Expert Group Meeting - Mexico City 2014

- ® One Parent
V7
_— % ] NF) FTarents .
) ” / Significantly Different
< / from 2 Parent Families
2 /A % ki
- - \
—— /] 77 ﬂé Z * Parents Differ
Hong Kong India Indonesia Macao- Shanghai- Singapore Taiwan
China China

® One Parent

Lt — ’:— @® No Parents
g 2 % Significantly Different
—— W | 7 = from 2 Parent Families
= % /ﬁ % » Oneand No

M % Parents Differ

Israel Jordan Qatar Turkey

=T
g [ @ One Parent
=5 ® No Parents
= E - Significantly Different
=] - from 2 Parent Families
== . 2 = - One and N

- 7 e and No

rxy g L7/ /A el Wé veel. - — * Parents Differ

(]

Argentina Brazil Chile Colombia Costa Rica Peru

International Federation for Family Development



1 Compared to single parents, two
parents often have more:

= Time

- Money
= Affection
« Kinship support
- Stability
..... to give to their children.






1 U.N. Millennium Development Goals seek to
improve the health of children in the
developing world.

1 But little attention has been given to role of
the family in shaping the contexts of care.

1 The 2014 edition of the World Family Map
does that.



1 Central/South American & the Caribbean

= Bolivia, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras,
Peru

1 Africa

- Cameroon, Chad, Congo Democratic Republic, Ethiopia,
Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda

1 Middle East
= Azerbaijan, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Turkey, Uzbekistan

1 Asia

- Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Vietnam
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TABLE 1 Union Instability Among Mothers Of Young Children By World Region
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I Is this really about money?

« unlikely because in the regions with significant
results, the divorced are wealthier

« unlikely because results do not differ much when
controlling for wealth

I Less time devoted to caregiving
1 Stress

- affects caregiving (children suffer from
second-hand stress)

- direct stress from union transitions
1 Disrupts social support networks



I Marriage remains quite strong in two

major regions of the world: Asia &
Middle East.

1 Today, most children are still being

raised in two-parent families—esp. high
in Asia & Middle East.

1 Majority of global adults think two-
parent family is ideal.
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I Are these trends in fertility & marriage unsustainable?

- The Emptying Cradle
Negative implications for workforce, economic growth,

& fiscal health of nations

« The Retreat from Marriage

Negative implications for physical and emotional health,

education, mobility, & probably economic growth
1 Challenges associated with these transitions have often

been obscured or mitigated by affluence.

I In this century, we will see if economic & social progress
can be sustained in countries w/ low fertility & marriage.



1 Policies and cultural initiatives should

= 1) Minimize marriage penalties
« 2) Tax credits for children/caregiving that do
not favor one family-work strategy

« 3) Social marketing campaign on behalf of
success sequence

« 4) Expand vocational education targeting
boys and young men falling behind in
educational arena



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

“The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the
State.”

The path towards continued social & economic
progress lies, in part, through building strong
families for the 21st century.
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For more information on
the report:

www.worldfamilymap.org

@ChildTrends

For more information on me:

www.family—-studies.orqg

@WilcoxNMP

International Federation for Family De\

./,,—-L"{;‘"

MAPPING FAMILY CHANGE AND
CHILD WELL-BEING OUTCOMES

WORLD
FAMILY
MAP 2014 /

ESSAY
FAMILY INSTABILITY AND

EARLY CHILDHOOD HEALTH
IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

An International Report from

(Ihilglam '

Sponsors:

CIDIFI

: Focus Global |:”a}';1i|y5tudie5

ERS-JDC-BROOKDALE INSTITUTE (ISRAEL)  NETHERLANDS YOUTH INSTITUTE ~ SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

15 MEDASOC AL\N IOVATION (ITALY)  UNIVER! SIDADDE LOS ANDES (CHILE)  UNIVERSITAT INTERNACIONAL DE CATALUNYA (SPAIN)
UNI A(PERU)  UNIVERSIDAD DE LA SABANA (COLOMBIA)

elopment



